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Dear Suleman Alli (Director of Strategy, Customer Service and Regulation), 

Support for the Climate Plan Assessment Framework  

Helping meet the UK’s net zero climate emissions target is a key priority for local government and our 
residents. It is widely recognised, including by the Climate Change Committee, that local authorities have a key 
role in delivering this ambition. We the undersigned believe UK Power Networks has a pivotal role in 
supporting local government in the delivery of their climate action plans. It is vital that once these plans are 
appropriately developed a lack of network capacity is not a blocker to them. 

We therefore support the inclusion of the proposed Climate Plan Assessment framework within UK Power 
Network’s Business Plan submission.  

We have  worked with UK Power Networks on the development of the framework. While there is still work for 
UK Power Networks to do on the detailed mechanics of the framework, our view is that it represents a positive 
step in ensuring that the necessary investment can be transparently identified and undertaken.   

We also support UK Power Networks’ proposal to establish a central team within their business to provide 
additional support to local authorities not only with undertaking the climate plan assessment process, but also 
to provide a range of technical support to help them achieve their climate action plans.   

Yours sincerely, 

Carolyn McKenzie Matt Hullis Rupert Clubb 

Director – Environment Head of Environment Strategy Director – Communities, 
Economy and Transport 

Sam Kennedy 

Director of Environment & Climate Action 

Steve Bambrick

Service Director 
Planning & Environment

Paul Dodson
Director of Strategy, Performance & Governance



Stephanie Holt-Castle
Director for Growth and Communities

Andrew Limb
Head of Corporate Strategy

Adrian Cannard
Strategic Planning Manager

Mark Kemp
Director of Energy & Infrastructure

Steve Read
Director of Environment and Public Protection 

Nick Hibberd
Executive Director Economy, 
Environment & Culture

Vince Muspratt
Director of Growth and Economic Development



Basil Scarsella 
UK Power Networks 
Newington House 
237 Southwark Bridge Road 
London 

Cc: Suleman Alli, Director of Strategy, Customer 
Service and Regulation 

By e-mail 

Contact: Kate Hand 

Direct line: 020 7934 9898 

Email: kate.hand@londoncouncils.gov.uk 

Date: 24 November 2021 

Dear Basil, 

Support for the Climate Plan Assessment Framework 

Helping meet the UK’s net zero climate emissions target is a key priority for local government and 

our residents. It is widely recognised, including in the Government’s Net Zero Strategy, that local 

authorities have an essential role in delivering this ambition, and in London all boroughs will be 

producing Climate Action Plans, with 26 already published. We welcome the involvement of UK 

Power Networks (UKPN) in our Renewable Power programme, which aims to secure 100% 

renewable energy for London’s public sector now and in the future. 

London Councils has therefore been pleased to engage with UK Power Network’s staff around the 

Climate Plan Assessment Framework that you are developing, to ensure that a lack of network 

capacity is not a blocker to the delivery of these Climate Action Plans. We note UKPN’s existing 

work to support decarbonisation in London, particularly supporting the increased deployment of 

electric vehicle charging infrastructure, and the openness of the UKPN team in sharing for example 

your scenarios for decarbonisation captured in the Heat Street project. We are grateful for UKPN’s 

intention to upgrade networks directly to being net-zero ready as and when they need to make 

investments, rather than take a more incremental approach; this should save money in the long-

term, especially given the costs of accessing underground networks. 

We have worked with UKPN on the development of the proposed Climate Plan Assessment 

framework. While there is still work to be done on the detailed mechanics of how it will be applied, 

our view is that it represents a positive step in ensuring that the necessary investment can be 

transparently identified and undertaken. We therefore support its inclusion within UKPN’s Business 

Plan submission.   

We also support UKPN’s proposal to establish a central team within their business to provide 

additional support to local authorities not only with undertaking the climate plan assessment 

process, but also to provide a range of technical support to help them achieve their Climate Action 

Plans. Lack of capacity, including specialist skills, is a significant concern for local authorities. 

We look forward to continuing to work with UKPN over the RIIO ED2 Business Plan period, and I 

would welcome the opportunity to meet with you to discuss our collaborative programmes for 

borough decarbonisation in the coming months.  

mailto:kate.hand@londoncouncils.gov.uk


 
 
Yours sincerely, 

Mayor Philip Glanville 

 

 

 

Chair, London Councils Transport and 

Environment Committee 
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